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SUPPLEMENT 
- TO THY 
State of our Wo ol and WooLLEN 
TRADE reviewed, &c. 


BEING 


A further Defence (chiefly hiſtorical) of a 


SCHEME (which has been humbly pre- 

ſented to Parliament) for preventing the 

clandeſtine Exportation of Woo from 
Great Britain and Ireland both. 


Wherein are exhibited, 


A Number of material Fac Ts, relating to the 

Woollen Manufacture and Trade; moſt of 

| which, though contradicting certain current Ac- 

counts, and commonly received Opinions, con- 

cerning the ſame, are vouched by the authen- 
tick Teſtimony of the STATUTE Books. 


Magna eſt Veritas. . 
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THE, 


PREFACE. 


0 be 4 ſucceſs ful 1 for any 
Meaſure of a public Nature (which, 
however ſalutary, claſhes with efta- 

% bliſhed Rules and received Opinions 
requi res, I am ſenſible, either very great Au- 
thority, or a fingular good Addreſs, or the in- 
conteſtable Evidence of ſuch Facts, as are in the 

Nature of ſtrong Reaſons. As I make no Pre- 

tenfion to the two former; /o I muſt hope, if at 

all, to ſupply their Defect by the latter. And 


therefore 40 T ſhall add ſomething to what has 


heen already offer d * in the way of Argument, 


yet to Facts cbiefly I will truſt the Defence I am 


about to make of A Scheme, for reſtoring to 
the Grower and the Manufa@turer of Wool, thoſe 
Advantages they have plainly loſt; as I think I 
am able to prove by a Chain of Circumſtances, 
which pretty well fill up the vaſt Pore of above 


ee Wh. 
The State of our Wool and Woollen Trade reviewed, 


The PREFACE. 
. *Tis not more than three Years, at the moſt, 


fince Complaints, in Relation to W, ool, and the 
Mcollen Trade, were general; the Prackice of 


exporting Wool was then thought too glaring to 
be denied; and ſome Redreſs, in that Caſe, uni- 
verſally allowed to be neceſſary. A Conſultation 


was therenpen had, and, in the Concluſion, no- 


thing done, 10 new Law enacted; and yet 
there is, lately, a ſenſible Advance in the Price 
of Wool, owing (it is ſaid) to a conſiderable Ad- 
Dance, ſome time ago, in our: Woolley T rade; 
which, I think, is true in a Degree. 15 
There are but four aſſignable Cauſes for the 
Price of Wool advancing with us at any time, 
viz. either, 1ff, A Stock-jobbing Humour; or, 


2dly, A'Defett of Quantity; or, 3dly, An Ex- 


ceſs of E r . or, 4thly, A real Amend- 


ment of Trade. But as none of theſe ſingly can 
well 'be thought to have produced the preſent 


Event; ſo I am verily perſuaded, from various 


Circumſtances, that it is owing to a Concurrence 


_ of ſome two at leaſt, perhaps Fall thoſe ſeveral 5 


Cauſes. If a clandeſtine Exportatton of raw 
Mool has contributed nothing to it, tis the firſt 
time, ſince the Revolution, that this Effect Las 
appeared without the Appearance of that Cauſe. 


1f running Goods, inwards, in uncommon Quan- | 
tities, is any Sign of extraordinary illicit Ex- 


portation of Wool, we may pronounce the Pra- 
dice and Succeſs of Owlers 70 have been, lat- 
terly, more than uſual, I in 1717, when the 


Advance was much like that of this laſt Year, 
military 


| The PER E FA C E. 
military Officers, on the Coaſts, were required 
to afſiſt thoſe of \the Cuſtoms in preventing the 
Exportatiom f Wool ; Advices from Sitting 
bourn ard Tenterden in Kent ral ut they have 
been equally. ig 0 late, for. the Finds 
Purpoſe. K | | 
24s therefore * is but the firſt 5 twenty⸗ 
four, and the fourth Year only in thirty- ſeven 
laſt paſt, wherein we have known any thing lite 
the preſent Price of Wool: As this advanced 
Price cannot be ſaid to be the Reſult of any: fixed 
| Meaſure for preventing the Runnage of Woot 
particularly, the Thing moſt complained off. As, 
we have no good.Grounds of Afſurance, on which. 
to expect the ——— of theſe Alvantnges ; 
þ there ſeems to be no good Reaſon for Hopping 
ſbont our as ee Nen. yu yon wing 
A lag. | 
our trading Paliticks are adapted ahoays 
70 the Appeurances of the Nar; theſe are „for 
various * gf e that we" muſf 
either be akeays changing, or, by reaſon of their 
Changeableneſs, never or fe, becauſe while-a. Law 
is under Meditation, in one Vi 2eW, before: @ mu- 
ture Reſolutton-can be' formed, it is . Odi 
bur the Scene is altered. 
. This bas proved to be the Caſe exatthy, in re- 
ſpect of Woot: and yet every body muſi be fenſs- 
ble, that, for Time, a e ts uo leſs de- 
firable now, than it was three Years age. Yi. 
Regulation, I. apprebend,. will: be beſt formed: 
W a n Vi ie i, the 8 W and 
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The PR E FA C. E. 
becauſe ſudden ſhort Ebbs and Flows in the Price 
of Woot, or even in our MWoollen Trade, may 
ariſe from Cauſes not readily ts be accounted for 
With any Certainty, or however which cannot 
be occaſioned or prevented by any human Fore- 
fight or Contrivance of Lau; I think the beſt 
Way of judging our preſent, and deſigning our 
future Condition, in the Caſe of Wool, for Con- 
tinuance of Time, is to compare it in more ex- 
tenſiue Periods than thoſe of a Year or two. 
The Uſe of which may be, in this Particular, 
what, in ſhort, is the great Uſe of all Hiſtory in 
general; not merely to know what has been, but 
from thence to learn what may, and what, in 
certain Caſes, probably will be, in order to take 
Meaſures accordingly. Such is the Purfort and 
Intention of the following Tract; wherein, if it 
all be ſhewn, that the principal Article“ of 
the Scheme, under Confideration, is ſo far from 
being a new Project, that it is an old, and a 
ſucceſsful Practice; the Diſuſe whereof has 
been attended with no good Effetts, but the con- 
trary; I preſume it will be allowed to be a ftrong 
Circumſtance in favour of its being revived. 
And further, if the whole Scheme ſhall appear 
to be (as I think it 15) ſo contrived, as, by a very 
ſafe and eaſy Method of Regiſtry, to prove uſelf, 


by ſhewing evidently, from Time to Time, its 
real Effects, I humbly hope, it is making as 
near an Approach to Demonſtration and ; San 
fection, as the Thing, in its Nature, will ad- 
ä e ee ee 
Art. 5. The State of 1 ool, Ec. Rs 
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N E Part of 6 Scheme which has 
been humbly offered to Parliament, 
and which I am here about to de- 
— fend, is a Form or Method of Re- 
= giſtry, ſo plain as not to be miſunderſtood, ſo 
Y eaſy as that it is thought there can be no Dif- 
'Y culty on any hand made of complying with it; 
aaat the ſame time that it is calculated; among 
pb other good Purpoſes, to. exhibit to publick 
View, the State of our Wool and Woollen- 

Trade, viz. our Produce, Exports and Stock 
of Wool in hand periodically; which it is 
conceived, might be of great Benefit to the 
| Wool-Growers particularly, and to all Un- 
derlings in the Manufacture. For theſe, 
__ they are ſure to feel immediately the 
Effects 


rence t the Gentlemen of England, not to, 


V0 hficiently * 


4205 
Effects of any the leaſt Stop in Trade, or of 


any. Redundancy of Quantity. of Wool or 
Goods, (no Perſon being intereſted to conceal 


it from them) are the laſt that receive Intel- 
ligence of old Stocks being carried off, and of 


particular Demands more than ordinary; nor 


cake ot Jobbe\ -% made his et Aude 
an ktep no longer. 

This ſeems to have been ſo far the Caſe, 
this laſt Year, "that the greateſt Part of our 
Wool-Growers, for Want of a little proper 
Intelligence (ſuch as this Schetna propoſes to 
furniſh) appear to have ſold their Wool 15 or 
20 per Cent. undet Value, as * perhaps have all 
of them at an Undervalue, for ſome Years be- 
fore. But this being; not a Matter of Jtidiffe. 


much the major Part of theiwhble: Nugber | 
_ theiPegple, I ſhould hope chiat #bey have Inte- 
reſt ſufficient in the Logiſlature to ferve their 


ſelxes, againſt the Combinations of, ane 
ratively, a few crafty Dealers. 


But beſides and beyond all dis the Sas | 


- Sfiteted to; contains, in Effect, 4 Doctrine or 
Policy eſſential, I conceive, to the tohole tra- 
ding 3 landed Intereſt of Great Britain and 


e a3 ORR in two  Anticles, 
=” 1 kinde have kid latin conſidering the large Expor- 


tation of Woollen Goods to the Me. Indie ug 
mencement of the War with Spain ; err) tho! at that T Dime 


w no longer + Secret. Nenn 


2 Th 


are they let into the Secret till the Mi eat Mer- 


n the 77 
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| which are, (to prevent the moſt effeQually 
that may be, the Runnage of Wool and the 


Miſchiefs ariſing from thence) 


1ſt, The Importation of Iriſh Cattle. 

2dly, The legal Exportation of . ſome 
Convenient Quantity of Wook upon proper 
Terms. 


= Js. Favour of 1 two 133 I deſire 
Z* (all Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions laid aſide) 
3 the following Poſitions may be conſidered. 
1. That much Wool is exported clande- 
ſtinely from Great Britain and Ireland. 

2. That all Schemes to prevent that Pra- 
ctice, not comprehending - Treland as well as 
: Ge, Britain, are to little or no Effect. 
3 That in contriving a Law for the Pur- 
poſe, human Nature is to be conſulted, VIZ. 
what the Generality of a People (for whom 
| ſuch Lay is intended) will ſubmit to, as well 
as what they ought to do. 

4. That the Eng! 1/1 Manufadiures and fair 
Trader cannot ſuffer more, at the worſt, from 
a legal Exportation, at a proper Duty, than 
from the clandeſtine Conveyance of an e 
Quantity of raw Wool beyond . 

5. That the honeſt Part of Engliſh Gree 
ers may receive, at leaſt, equal Bonefic from 
the former, as from the latter. ; ! 

6. That the Community in general will 
profir much more, —— Ways (as well as 


by 


| 
| 


(4) 
by a Revenue ſo arifing) than at preſent they 
do or can from any poſſible Gains to particular 
Perſons concerned in the preſent illicit Pra- 
= exporting Wool. 
Now with regard to Ireland, and in Behalf 
of the propoſed Importation of Cattle from 
thence, it is to be conſidered, that the People 
of that Kingdom, beſides lying under a Tem- 


ptation in common with ſome Parts of Great 


Britain, (from their Siruation and Produce) 
to the Practice of exporting Wool, plead a 


particular Provocation to it, by Reſtraints laid 


on them in reſpect of the woollen Trade; at 
the ſame time that being inhibited from tran- 
ſporting their Cattle, as formerly, to England, 
they are under a Necęſſity of going more than 
uſual; and than otherwiſe they would or even 


_ could do, into the breeding and keeping of 


Sheep. 3 
Beſides the Increaſe of their Number of 
Sheep, and conſequently of the whole Quan- 


tity of Wool hereby occaſioned, this cauſes 


(it is ſaid) a general Diſguſt, and that, a ge- 


neral Guilt of Wool-running there. And eve- 
ry body mult be ſenſible that a general Guilt, 


in any one Caſe (as Sir William Temple has well 


obſerved) will make Penalties (in that parti- 


This general Guilt then of the People of 
Ireland, thus founded, is immoveable by any 


_ cular Caſe) impracticable. 


other Means than that of permitting their 


Cattle 


> if 


Won A J : 
2 0 


(s) 


Cattle here i, or by indulging them in the full 
Liberty of a free foreign Trade for the Wool- 
len Goods of their own Manufacture; which 


(as Sir William Temple again has obſerved) - 
' muſt greatly affect, if not totally ruin, that 


Branch of the Engliſb Trade. | | 

Bur take off the Prohibition from tranſ- 
porting their Cattle ro England, and, beſides 
removing that particular Ground of Diſguſt, 
their Number of Sheep, and conſequently 
their Tempration to, and Means of ſending 
Wool abroad will abate ſomething. They 
will then be upon a Foot of Equality with 


Great Britain, and conſequently, as a Peo- 


ple, equally diſpoſed to receive Law in this 
Caſe. EY 18 Wes 
But then, as a Means to make a Law ef- 


fectual for preventing the illicit Exportation 


of Wool from Great Britain and Ireland 
both, it is thought neceſſary to admit of a le- 


gal one, upon certain Terms, under proper 


Reſtrictions. And this Thought (beſides 
what may be urged from the Probability of 


our not being able, for ſome Time at leaſt, 


to work, uſe, and vend our whole Quantity) 
DRY ny e ſtands 
* A Meaſure (See The State of our Wool, &c. review'd &c.) 


which has been ſhewn to be not ouly harmleſs in all other Re- 


ſpects, but in the main, beneficial, 7. e. favourable to the 


- Whole Syſtem of our Eng/ifþ Manufactures and Trade in 


general. 


I See Enquiry concerning Jriſb Cattle, &c. p. 27, 28, 29. 


The State of our Wool and Woollen Trade reviewed, 


Notes, p. 8, &r. 5 e ee 


. 


ſtands upon the Conſideration, not of a na- 


tural, but a moral Impoſſibility to prevent 


totally the Exportation of Wool unmanu- 


factured; of which it is ſome Proof, that 
the Thing has been attempted for many Years, 
without any good Effect at all: on the con- 
trary, the illicit Practice has been known to 
have been conſtantly gaining Ground upon 
us. Nor is it difficult to ſhew, by certain 
uniform Tokens, from the Revolution eſpe- 
cially, that whenever Wool has bore a bet- 
ter Price in England than common, one Cauſe 


thereof has been either a Defe& + in the 


whole Quantity, or an Exceſs of clandeſtine 


Exportation from Great Britain, or Ireland, 


or from both. ha 
This 


+ To inftance in the Reign of King William, that moſt 
remarkable Era of the high Price of Wool in England. It 


was three Years before Ireland was ſubdyed ; during which 


Space, Franre was ſupplied, in a particular Manner, from 
thence with Wool. ot only ſo, but the great Havock 
made there by two Armies, during thoſe three Years of its be- 


ing the Seat of War, had ſo waſted the Stock and diſcouraged 
the Breed of Ireland, that, far from being in a Condition to 


rival us, as in the two preceding Reigns, with the natural 
—_— of their Country, the 1ri/þ wanted Stores to repair their 
Breed, and repleniſh their Paſtures. Add to this, which is a 


natural good Account of that Matter, the ſeveral Acts made in 


the latter Part of King William's Reign, to prevent the Ex- 
portation of Wool, notwithſtanding the very ſtrict Laws, on 


that Head, already in Being, one of which made it no leſs 


than Felony, ſufficiently imply the Notoriety of the Practice of 
running Wool about that Time; and indeed the Acts . them- 


ſelves expreſs as much, TS 
**. See particularly, 7 W. 3. c. 28. and 9 W. 3. c. 40. 
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This being the Caſe, and the Motive to 
that irregular Practice, undoubtedly, Gain, i. e. 


extraordinary Profit from Wool ſo vended; 


ſuppoſe, for a Moment, all defired Succeſs 
from Means uſed for ſtopping totally our 


Wool, which is what, I will venture to ſay, 


has never yet happen'd ; and the Price there- 


of will fall at home, and riſe as much abroad 


immediately; conſequently the Temptation 


to export it again will be raiſed wi rpm 
bly, and (provided it be not render d an actu- 
al Impgſſibility) will as certainly, in ſome lit- 
tle Time, prevail again accordingly. Conſe- 
quently, the Iſſue can be no other than a 


temporary Hardſhip upon the Grower, by 


the reduced Price of his Wool, without any 
real Advantage to our Woollen Trade. 


Nor does it, in Contradiction to this, a- 
mend the Matter to ſay, what, tho' often aſ- 


ſerted, I am told, has never yet been proved, 


and therefore, I conclude, cannot, viz. That 
France particularly cannot manufacture her 
own Wool without a Mixture of ours; that 
therefore depriving them of ours will || ef- 


| To ſupport this Aſſertion, vis. That the natural echte 


quence of depriving France of our Wool, in raiſing its Price 
at home, Mr. Webber and others have ventured (as à deciſive 


Proof) to inſtance in the Time when the Plague was laſt in 
France. But Fas and Dates will demonſtrate the Reverſe of 


what that Circumſtance is brought to gon The Advance of 
Wool commenced in 1717. In which Year, Aug. 22. an Or- 


der of Council ifſued, direQing the military Officers on the 
Coaſts, to aflitt thoſe of the Cuſtoms iz preventing the Expor- 
. 5 5 tation 


impaſſible. 


(8). 


fectually advance its Value and Price at home. 


Becauſe proving that to be the Caſe, is, upon 
the Principles I have already laid down, and 
which are but according to human Nacure, 


only proving that they will have Wool from 


hence, at ſome Price *, unleſs that ſhall, as 
before obſerved, be render'd by Law actually 

But how to effect this is the Difficulty, i. e. 
how to bring Ireland, not to mention ſome 
Parts of Great Britain alſo, to ſubmit to the 
due Execution of /uch a Law upon THEM- 


' SELVES, and by ſo doing, to forego an Ad- 


vantage, which they would otherwiſe look 
upon as a Perquiſite to their reſpective Situa- 
tions, Viz. favourable to the Buſineſs of ex- 
porting Wool clandeſtinely. This is a Point 
that, in my humble Opinion, deſerves Atten- 
tion; and which duly confider'd, will, I am 
perſuaded, terminate in Favour of a legal Ex- 


 portation of ſome convenient Quantity of Wool 


rom certain Engliſn Ports, at à competent 
high Duty, with other neceſſary Ręſtrictions. 
This, perhaps it will be ſaid, is a novel and a 


dangerous Expedient. But I anſwer (which 


is a Point I mean to prove) It is an ancient 
zation of Wool. The Plague in France broke out in 17203 in 
which Year the Price of Wool fell, near as much as it had ad- 
vanced three Years before; and in three Years more, was fal - 
len 9 or 105, per Todd from the Price of 1717. | 
* Incluſam Danaen, &c.. > | 
Munera Navium f | 
Sew illa queant Ducer, Hor, Lib. 3. Ode 16. 
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=. 
U age, practiſed for many Ages, and in the ve⸗ 
kn beſt Times, confeſſedly, of our WoorLeN 
"TRADE. > 
In the Year 1331, (it is ſaid 9 te the Art of 


« weaving Woollen Cloth was firſt brought 
* from Flanders into England; altho I 
ſhould think, from Circumſtances, that Ma- 


nufacture to have been of a more early Date 


Here. However that be, ſix Years after this, 


viz. in the 11th of Edward NI. a Parliamenc 
was called, in which © the F principal Buſi- 


cc neſs was to ſettle the Woollen Trade.” In 


order to this, it was in the firſt place made 
Felony to tranſport Wool, till it ſhould be 
otherwiſe ordained, 2dly, It was enacted, 
That none but the King and his Children 
ſhould wear any Cloth, but of the Engliſh 
Manufacture. 3dly, That none ſhould 3 im- 


port any foreign made Cloths to England, 
Treland, Wales or Scotland. qthly, That none 


under a certain Degree of Rank and Fortune 


ſhould wear any Furrs or Silks. 5$thly, That 
all foreign Cloth-Workers ſhould have En- 
couragement to ſettle in England. © 
Theſe were wile Inſtitutions for the og; 
ſion. Inhibiting the Tranſportation of Wool 
was, in that Caſe, prudent for a Time, altho 
it was, no doubt, offering Violence to the 


Inclinations of, and putting a real preſent 


HD 
* Rapin, Vol. J. p- 414. Note 1. 


I Ibid. Vol. I. p. 417. Vi 
F 11 Edw. 3. c. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


0 10) 
Hardſhip upon the Growers. And "Ply 
becoming too inconvenient to be endured any 
longer; and having, tho' perhaps not ſtrictly 
{] complied with, anſwered the End propo- 
_ Jed, by bringing over a competent Flight of 
. Cloth-Workers: In the third Year from the 
firſt Inhibition, viz. in the * 14th of Edward 
the Third, a DuTy was laid upon Wool, and 
ſo it was permitted to paſs again beyond Sea. 
This Liberty, I preſume, was judged neceſ- 
ſary for the LAx DED INTEREST, the DuTy 
on Exportation, a ſufficient Balance againſt 
1 & Advantages the Manufacturers abroad 
t have over thoſe at home; and if the 
Goodneſ of the Policy i is to be meaſured by 
the Duration of it, and the Progreſs of our 
Woollen Trade, during i its Continuance, we 
may venture to ſay it was extremely well 
ed; for it laſted above 300 Years, and all 
the while, till hurt, towards the latter End, by 
other Means, our Woollen Trade was impro- 
ving. The golden Reign of Queen Elizabeth 
— not the laſt, under which the Exporta- 
tion of Wool was tolerated, paying tbe apr 
pointed Duty. 
＋ In the 29th of Edward the Third, there 
was given the King by Parliament 50s. for 
| every 


| The King's Licenſe, as may be collected from ſeveral 
Statutes in thoſe Days, was often a Diſpenſation to particular 
Perſons, in Caſes of this Nature, againſt the general Words of 
an 4 Act of Parliament. 
14 Edw. 3. c. 21. 
1 Rapin, Vol. I. p. 429. See Nate 2, 3. 


1 141 

every Sack of Wool tranſported, for ſix Years, 
By which Sir Walter Raleigh ſays * the King 
received 365,000 Marks a Year, From the 
Expiration of which Term to Edward the 
Fourth, beſides paying one fixed certain Du- 
ty (according to the Laws ＋ of the Staple) it 
was occaſionally taxed, as the Exigences of 
the State required. Bur from Edward the 
Fourth to —— the Firſt incluſive, it be- 
came a ſtandingBranch of che Crown Revenue, 
included, (for the Life of the Sovereign) in 
that antient memorable Bill of Tonnage and 
Poundage ; and through many of thoſe latter 
Reigns, at the fixed Rate of || 3.35. 4d. per Sack 

for Denizens, who were not allowed to tran- 
ſport Wool, and of double that Sum from 
Merchant Strangers, who under certain Re- 
ſtrictions might tranſport it. 

The uſual Grant of — and Poundage, 
through unhappy Differences betwixt Charles 
the Firſt and his Parliaments, not being grant- 
ed to him, as to his Predeceſſors, he took it 
nevertheleſs (as he termed it) de bene eſe. What 
the Conſequence, of that was, I need not ſay, 
nor is it any thing to my preſent «Purpoſe, 
further than to obſerve, that as the Duty 
mentioned, on Waol, from Merchant Strangers, 
was. expreſsly granted to King James, his Fa- 
* Remains, Lond. 1702, 27 Edw. 3. c. i. 

Edw. 4. not printed, See 12 Edw. 4. c. 3. 
1 Jac. c. 33. 2. Rapin, Vol. II. p. 10. Note 6 12. 24 
leſs, by 


New 3. p. 54. Note 2. $ They did it neverthe 
Letters Patents from the Crown, (as fee 20 Hen, 6. c. 4. 


cher; 


(12) 
ther; ſo he, the Son, no doubt, received it 
where he could ; as certainly did, after him, 
the Parliament in the Year * 1642, by an Or- 
dinance of their own ; and afterwards by ſub- 
ſequent Ordinances, till the Year 1647. 


Some, I know, have given ſo very diffe- 
rent an Account of theſe Matters, and which 
the Generality of People have ſo far given in- 


to, that I might juſtly fear mine would not 


be credited, but that the Statute Book (to 


which 1 appeal) is my Authority. 
. The Statute 8 H. VI. c. 23. againſt export- 


ing Thrums and Woollen Yarn, has been 


quoted + as an Inſtance of the ancient Pru- 
dence of the Nation, for preventing the Ex- 
portation of its valuable Produce Wool, till 
compleatly manufactured; altho' this I Act, 
and ſome others of the ſame Kind, were 
plainly made in reſpect to the public Revenue, 
to prevent the King being cheated in his Cu- 


ſtoms, by the Exportation of Yarn (a valuable 


Commodity, which was charged with a Duty) 


under the Colour of Thrums, which were lit- 


tle worth, and therefore paid zo Duty. Which 
Fraud ſeems to have brought on a Prohibition 
in the Reign of Henry VIII. againſt export- 
ing Yarn at all, while Wool was permitted to 
go abroad; not but ſome other Reaſons may 

705 >= tes 


* Abridgment of Ordinances of Parliament from 1640 to 
1656. - Lond. printed 1657. Ne 11. =. 
I Gee's impartial Enquiry, Sc. 

1 See the Act itſelf, i 


r 


fond 


| be aff gned for ſtopping Varn, which extend 


not equally to the Caſe of Wool. 
*fNapin indeed ſays, that in the Year 151 5, 
viz. 6 Hen, VIII. it was provided, that an- 


wrought Wool ſhould not be exported out of 


the Kingdom, for the Encouragement of the 
Woollen Manufacture. But the + Words of 
the Statute tell us, that this Prohibition ex- 


tended only to the © Wools of Norfolk, meet 
for the making Worſteds and Stammins; 


and that (without any the leaſt Intention of 
depriving Foreigners totally of our Wool, at 
a Price) it was made merely in Partiality to 
the City of Norwich, and was quite of a Piece 
with the firſt Section of another ſubſequent 
Act, by which Yarn of Norfo/k might not be 
bought by other than Nerwich or Norfolk 
Weavers. Which was no leſs than giving the 
Maſter Dealers an unreaſonable Advantage 
againſt the Growers and Spinners of Wool in 
that particular County. The ſecond Section 
of the Act laſt mentioned inhibits totally the 
Exportation of Yarn. And I find it ſaid ||, 
that under the Reign of Queen Eligabetb, the 


Exportation of any Wool at all was abſolutely 


prohibited, upon Pain of having the right 
Hand ſtruck off. But the only Law that 


could be here meant, (8 Eli. c. 3.) was but 


to prevent Sheep, Lambs, or Rams alive, from 
WS | . 


* Vol. I. p. 730 | + 6 Hen. 8. 6. v3, 
4 33 Hex. 8. c. 16. | Chambers Dictionary. 


„„ 
being exported; and if we look back, we 
ſhall find another (3 Hen. VI. c. 2.) of the 
ſame Kind, with the Reaſons thereof expreſ- 
ſed more at large, and which were nor for 
preventing the Exportation of Wool, but di- 
rely the contrary. The Deſign of the Act 
was, to prevent the /tealing of the Duty on 
Work, under the Colour of exporting Sheep 
alive, and (in Conſequence of an Increaſe 
from Sheep ſo exported) our being / far de- 
prived of a foreign Vent for Wool, our na- 
tive Commodity. The Statute (8 Elig. c. 3.) 
proceeded plainly upon the ſame Policy, on- 
ly under more ſevere Penalties; the firſt Of- 

ence was puniſhed with the Loſs of the right 
Hand, the ſecond was made Felony. But 
not a Word is there in that Statute, or any 
other, during her Reipn, or that of her imme- 
diate Succeſſor, againſt the legal Exportation 
of Wool. © = 8 e 
It is ſaid “ further, that the Woollen Ma- 
nufacture, in England, had its Riſe, properly, 
in the fifteenth Century. But the Statutes r, 
tell us, that it was with great Solemnity ſet on 
Foot Anno Dom. 1337 ; within leſs than 40 
Years after which, it ſeems I that we had 
made ſuch Progreſs in it, to be in a Condition 
of exporting Cloths of our own Manufacture. 
As this Subject, beyond moſt others, has 
* Chambers's Dictionary. | | 
7 11 Eaw. 3. c. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1 50 Edw. 3. c. 7. 


. (15) - 
had the ill Fate to have been treated with ve- 
ry little Accuracy, or Truth; ſo from our 
Statute Books (as I take it) are to be collect- 
ed the beſt ancient Accounts of our Wool and 
oollen Trade; which if we obſerve critical- 
ly, from 11 Edw. III. we may diſcern plain- 
ly a gradual Increaſe of Sheep and Wool and 
Moollen Manufacture in the Kingdom. We 
may perceive our Natives crouding into the 
Woollen Trade more and more, and Strangers 
coming and ſettling with us, for the ſake of 
following that Buſineſs in England, notæith- 
ſtanding the allowed Exportation of Wool, all 
the while. Kart | RO, 
From the Time of the Staple being fixed in 
the ſeveral different Quarters of this King- 
dom, (which was in 27 Ed. III.) we find 
the Myſtery of Cloth-working ſpreading itſelf 
in many Parts of it; and from Hen. VI. 
through the ſeveral ſucceeding Reigns of 
Edw. IV. Edw. V. Rich. III. Hen. VII. Hen. 
VIII. Edu. VI. and Queen Mary. The 
Laws * themſelves give evident Tokens of its 
being ſtrongly fixed in almoſt every Place, 
where it prevails, at this Day; and in ſome 
Places, where it has long ſince ceaſed, or is, 
at preſent, in but a languid Condition, |ac- 
cording to modern Accounts. 
So early, as in the ſixth of Queen Eliza- 
beth, vix. in the Year 1564, Rapin tells us f, 
e | from 
* Sce the Heads of them in the Table of the Statutes, under 


the ſeveral Titles of Drapery, Merchants, Taxes, &c. 
1 Vol. II. p. 68. | | 


616) 


from Camden, that the Commerce between 
England and the Netherlands roſe yearly to 
above 12 Millions, and that the Woollen 
Trade alone amounted to above five Millions. 
Camden's * Words are, Certe hoc noſtro 
* Tempore (ex Rationum Tabulis loquor) 
* Commercium inter Anglos & Belgas duo- 
* decim Milliones Aureorum ſuperavit; & 
* Panni ANnGLIci (ut Plumbum, Stannum 
% & cxtera taceam) Antwerpiam quotannis 
e exportatl, 5 Millionibus Aureorum- ſunt 
eim. 7 „„ 
Whether the particular Coin here ſpecified 
by Camden was equal to 16s. 84. (as ſome 
render it) or only a Noble, or even but a 
Crown, the Sum was immenſe, for thoſe 
Times. And as our foreign Trade, for Cloth, 
appears to have been ſo. very conſiderable, 
thus early, and during the allowed Exporta- 
tion of Wool unmanufactured, I lay it down as 
a Rule, That the Proſperity of our Woollen Ma- 
nufacture and Trade depends not upon Laws for 
keeping ALL our Wool at home, but upon OTHER 
Circumſtances too various to be eaſily defined. 
Incidents improved are productive of great 
Events, this way. It was a Diſguſt , con- 
ceived at the Flemings, which firſt inſpired 
Edward the Third with the Reſolution of re- 
moving the Haple into England; whence this 
Kingdom received great Advantage. . | 
avin 
* Camden's Eliz. 2 1615. p. 90. 1 15 
+ Rapin, Vol. I. p. 428. | 
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having been always obſerved to follow the 
Staple. In the Woollen Trade, particularly, 
the Difference, to Denizens, betwixt having, 


by Law *, the firſt Choice, in a great mea- 


ſure, of the Material; working it, and ſelling 
a Share thereof, on the Spot; carrying the 
reſt out in Cloth; and, 70 Strangers, of ha- 
ving but a Kind of ſecondary Choice of, then 
paying double Duty for it, with all the fur- 
ther Expence and Hazard of Carriage beyond 
Sea, to be manufactured, gave the Engliſb an 
caſy Superiority. eee e 

In Queen Elizabeth's Reign, (beſides the 
whole Oeconomy of her Adminiſtration, her 


particular Attention to Trade, &c.) the Perſe- 


cCutions, on the Score of Religion, which 


were ſet on Foot in France and the Lows 


Countries, brought ſeveral Foreigners into 
England, who being received and encouraged, 


| ſertled + at Colcheſter, Norwich, and other 


Places; and bringing their particular Arts in 


* 


Cloth-working, - brought alſo a Share of 


Woollen-Trade along with them, to the 


great Increaſe of the Wealth and Power of 


this Kingdom. But this Advantage was, in 


Part, loſt again by Charles I. about the Vear 

1635, || when too much Rigor, exerciſed 

Here, in the Article of Conformity, drove ſe- 

veral of the Poſterity of thoſe very People into 

55 | Holland, 
Aan. 4.0.4 4 Hen. 7. . it. 22 How. 8: ©. 

37 Hen. 8. c- 15. E ol Econ MS. 

+ Rapin, Vol. II. p. 87. Note 10. 

{ Ibid. Vol. II. p. 293. 
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Holland, where they were received with open 


Arms, and by whom the Dutch were inſtruct- 
ed in the Management of the Woolen Manu- 
facture; which has ſince been of very bad 
Conſequence to England. This king ſoon 
after followed by — dreadful Calamity, a 

Civil War; tis no wonder, that while we 
were employed in ſheathing our Swords in 
one another's Bowels, neighbouring Nations 
ſhould take the Advantage to profit by our 
Misfortunes. Accordingly, Foreigners did 
improve this Opportunity, to the wreſting 
from us a larger Share, than before they had, 


of the Woollen Ane ure And this 8 


to have brought on an Ordinance of Parlia- 
ment *, Jan. 19. 1647. to prohibit the Ex- 
portation of Wool and Fullers Earth, Sc. 
Thus had this particular Policy a moſt inau- 
ſpicious Beginning; and the Conſequence of 
it has been ſuitable; altho' the ſame Meaſure 
(ſuch oftentimes is the Force of bad Prece- 
dents) has ſince received the Sanction of bet. 
ter Times. 

The Subſtance of the laſt ien Ordi- 
zance, flattering the Neceſſities and the Incli- 
nations of the People, was enacted into a re- 


gular Law in the + 12th of Charles II. the 


Year of the Reſtoration. But as the firſt De- 
cay of the Woolen Trade, in England, had 


Not. proceeded | from the allowed Exportation of 


iWol; 


* Abridgment of 8 Ne. 70. | 
＋ 12 Car. 2. c. 32. 


CW] 
Mol; To neither was it reſtored, by this Act, 
that was intended to prevent the Exportation 
of it, nor by a ſubſequent one * for the ſame 
Purpoſe, two Years' after, the Breach of 
which was made Felony, To ſay the beſt of 
both of them, they did not anſwer. rhar firſt 
Part of their Intention. And theſe were ſoon 
followed by another, and another, which, 
next to a Law that ſhould have made it penal 
in England to export Cloth, have contributed 
moſt to the Extenſion of foreign Woollen 
Manufacture, and to bring down, and keep 
low the Price of Wool in England, of any 
thing, that eaſily could have been deviſed ; 1 
mean the Acts, for prohibiting the Tmportation 
of Iriſh Cattle, e 
An Eſſay, for reſtoring Trade, publiſhed 
and addreſſed, in 1677, to the then Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, gives a piteous 
Relation of the Decay of the Woollen Trade; 
particularly from the Time of the Reſtoration; 
altho' he dates the Beginning of its Decay ſo 
high as the Rebellion. He indeed accounts for 
it chiefly, from the illicit Exportation of 
Wool from England and Ireland; ſhewing by 
what Means that Practice prevailed ;' name- 
ly, through the Corruption of Officers, and 
the general Propenſity of the People, in thoſe 


ung . 
15 Car. 2. c. 7. 18 Car. 2. c. 2. 
j By one Jaſepb Trevers, 
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Parts, which afforded the beſt Opportunity 
for it; by which it came to paſs, that the 
Laws, againſt exporting Wool, had little or 
no Effect : which was only ſhewing, that, in 
this Caſe, as the Temptation is, ſo will be the 
T ranſgreſſh on of any Law that can be made 
about it; which Propenſity to Tranſgreſſion 
can only be counteracted, by lowering the 
Temptation, and heightening the Reward of 
Information, Seizure, Afprehenſion, &c. ; 
Another Writer *, in the ſame Year 1677, 
gives much the ſame Account of the Woollen 
Trade; only he appears to ſee further into 
the Cauje of its Declenſion and Decay; - which 
he attributes, in a great meaſure, to the Pro- 
hibition of Iriſh Cattle in England; and ſays, 
that ſo long as the ſame Policy is purſued, it 
muſt grow worſe and worſe. Theſe are his 
Words: © Iriſh Wool carried away, with their 
% Beef, to Holland, France, and Germany; 
ce their making cheap Cloth, of cheap Wool, 
“with cheap Victuals, will outdo us, and 
* undo us too, if not timely prevented.” 
Eight Years ago (ſays he) I diſcover'd to Mr. 
R. Coke the Departure of our Woollen Manu- 
facture, and the Reaſons. x 
It appears farther from this ſame Writer, 
that a Set of Perſons, in and about London, 
ſome little Time before this, (perceiving 
how, 


* The Author of a Piece entitled, England's Improvement 
Sc. By Anarew Jarranton, Gent. 


621) 
how, by means of cheaper Proviſions, Wool, 
Sc. in Ireland, than in England, the Engliſh 
Trade might be circumvented and undermi- 
ned, with great Emolument to the Underta- 
kers) had raiſed a Fund, for erecting a Wool- 
len Manufacture near Conmel in that King- 
dom, and carried Hands out of the Weſt of 
England to work and manage it. This ſuc- 
ceeded for ſome time. But that juſtly alarm- 
ing the People of England, it was thought 
fit to be ſuppreſſed. But this was done by 
ſuch a Law, as only removed the Complaint, 
did not take away the Cauſe; the Law being 
only calculated to diſcourage the Woollen 
Manufacture in Ireland. So then the Triſb 
being inhibited from tranſporting Cattle to 
England, and Cloth to any other Parts, THEY 
had Plenty of FLESH and Wool. But how 
were they to diſpoſe of both? One of theſe 
Commodities we night not take, the other we 
did not want *. Naturally therefore they 
would, as almoſt neceflarily they muſt, 
trade publickly with Foreigners 225 their 
Fleſb, and privately for as much Wool as poſ- 
fibly they could. Accordingly, theſe two 
Articles, IRISH FLESH and Wool have been 
a Benefit- Ticket to Foreigners, our Rivals. 
ever ſince; and in Proportion + as that Bene- 

1 5 1 Ss > 
* Having enough and more than enough of our own. 
+ The Oxford Parliament firſt made the Act againſt the 

Importation of 1rifþ Cattle, whereby they disjoined the Inte- 


reſt and Dependency of 7r-/and upon England, and fixed it 
| 3 of $1 upon 
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(a) 
fit has been to THEM, ſo has been the Injury 
to us, 7. e. not only to the Moollen, but to 
the wwoLE Engliſb Manufactures and Trade. 

Sir William Temple, a little before this, and 
Mr. R. Coke, ſomething later, as Writers of 
the beſt Note *, confirming theſe Accounts 


upon France, and other Countries which traded with them; 
and enabled the Dutch and French to victual Ships cheaper in 
their Fiſheries, and other Trades, than the Engliſh could; as 
much to their Benefit, as to the Prejudice of the Exgliſp. 

Coke's Detection, Vol. IT. p. 479. . 

Sir William Temple ſpeaks of a conſiderable foreign Trade 
for Barrel-Beef, as, before this, almoſt peculiar to England ; 
in which the 7rifs had, in a manner, no Part; and thought 
it a ſufficient Detriment to Eng/end, that by means of this 
Prohibition, they would ſhare with Us the Beef Trade. abroad. 
But the Event has ſo far exceeded the Fears of that great Man, 
that the Iriſb have got it ALL, and England has not, at pre- 
ſent, nor, for many Years paſt, the leaſt Share in it. 

In the Year 1680, Mr. Jobn Collins, a Perſon of great 
Eminence for cloſe Reaſoning and juſt Computations, (ſee an 
Account of him by Mr. Bay/e) publiſhed a Plea for the Im- 
portation of Jriſb Cattle, which I have not been able to meet 
with : But doubt not, from his Charater, his having ſup- 
ported that Plea with great Sufficiene x. 

N. B. This was a Period of Time, in which, were Perſons. 
living, who remembring the State of England, before the Act 
of Prohibition, and ſeeing the ill Conſequences, that had be- 
gun to attend, and were likely to follow upon that Meaſure, 


did therefore remonſtrate againſt it. That they did it without 


Succeſs, will ſeem leſs a Wonder, when we conſider that the 
Intereſt of the People was the leaſt ruling Conſideration of 
that whole Reign of Charles II. Towards the latter End 
thereof particularly, Plots and Counter- Plots engroſſed the 
whole Attention of Court and Country. The Reign of King 
James gave the People a Diverſion of a more intereſting Na- 
ture. The Revolution and the War in /re/and following, the 
Price of Fleſh and Wool in Eng/and, for Reaſons'|| before- 
ment oned, advanced conſiderably; which not. only ſatisfied 
the People, at that Time, but that Advance, through Mi# ate 


or 
| Note, p. 6. 
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by their Teſtimony and Judgment, I thence 


infer, that this Kingdom is demonſtrably, 
and moſt extremely hurt by the Policy of for- 
bidding Iriſb Cattle, and that the longer that 
Law ſtands unrepealed, the worſe it muſt ſtill 
be for England. = 3 
Further, it is obſervable from what has 
gone before, that from Edward III. to the 
Reſtoration, tho no Law (unleſs. the Ordi- 
nance of 1647 may be called one) had paſſed, 
to forbid totally the Exportation of Wool; 
nevertheleſs, abating for the Time of the Ci- 
vil War and the Uſurpation, the Woollen 
Trade of England appears to have been, for 
the moſt Part, in a very proſperous Conditi- 


on. But from the Reſtoration to this Day, 


the Decay thereof making almoſt one conti- 
nued Complaint, tis a preſumptive Argu- 


ment, that, in the former Period, we purſu- 
ed a right Policy, in ſuffering the Exportation 


of ſome Part of our Wool, at a competent high. 
Duty; that, in quitting this Policy, we de- 
parted from our true Intereſt, and which is 


not otherwiſe to be retrieved, than by beta- 


king ourſelves to the ſame again. I confeſs 
it weighs not a little with me, (nor can it, 


methinks, be thought a bad Argument by any 


one) That what, upon a View of all Cireum- 
4 ſtances, 


or Policy, being then and fince aſcribed to a rang Cauſe, it 


helped to miſlead our Judgments in this Point, and to carry 


the Affair of Ii Cattle into Oblivion. 


624). 

ſtances, was * judged moſt agreeable to Rea- 
ſer, ſhould, upon Enquiry, be found to tally 
ſo exactly with the VV. dom of our Anceſtors, 
E55 for the Space of above zoo Nears, the two re- 
nowned Reigns of Edward III. and Queen Eli- 
zabeth, within that Period included. 1 55 
It may here poſſibly be objected, That it is 
difficult to conceive, how a /egal Exportatiooen 
of Wool ſhould be leſs favourable to forewn KB 
Mannfactures than a clandeſtine one. But be- : 
ſides that I think it one good Reaſon for let- 

ting our Wool go af a proper Duty, vis. Be- 
cauſe we have not been able to keep it ; this 4 
Meaſure is 4% favourable to Foreigners, for Mi 
being more beneficial to us by all that Duty. | 
And in regard Wook-running is a Counter- Part 
to much other Smuggling, it would be favour- 
able to the Revenue in other Reſpects, fa- 
vourable to the fair Trader, and to the Ba- 
lance of Trade. All which Articles, put to- F 
gether, would be very conſiderable in any one 
Tear, and, in a Courſe of Nears, might great- 
ly advance our National Wealth. For Nati- 
ons are capable of being richer or poorer, like 

ſingle Perſons, by good or bad Oeconomy. 
It may perhaps be further objected, That 
altho', latterly, till this laſt: Year, we have 
had, for above twenty Vears, particular Com- 
plaints of the Decay of our Woollen Trade, ; 
and which the GROWERS of Wool eſpecially l 
| have 2 
* The State of our Wool, Sc. AG, Cr. p. 9. 
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have Reaſon to believe was too well faunded, 
from their un woful Experience of the ex- 
treme low Price of Wool; yet the general 
Trade of England has been in a very good 
Condition ſince the Revolution, as may be 
evinced, particularly by the Increaſe of our 
Wealth and Shipping; which two Circum- 
ſtances are undoubtedly true; ſuch has been 
the Improvement of ſome old, the Invention, 
Erection and Succeſs of many net Arts, Ma- 
nufactures, and Trades. Nevertheleſs, this I 
may affirm, . which is material to my Purpoſe; 
becauſe it is univerſally acknowledged, VIS; 
That the Stock of Sheep uſually kept, and 
the Quantity of Wool, ordinarily grown in 
Great Britain and Treland, is vaſtly increaſed, 
and yet increaſing, and likely ſo to be, hy 
means of Improyements, ſeveral Ways; while 
(Whatever our whole Quantity of Woollen 
Trade is at preſent, or has been, at any Time, 
ſince the Beginning of King William's Reign; 
compared with what it was before the Expor- 
ration of Wool was prohibited) it is equally 
certain, that both in Holland, France, and 
Germany, Woollen Manufactures have been 
ſet up, are carried on, and a conſiderable 
Trade driven to many Parts of the World, for 
Woollen Cloths; tho not ſolely, yet by means 
of large Quantities of BRITISH and IRIS 
Wool, which our Law ſuppoſes xo to be 
carried out of theſe Kingdoms, on any Terms, 
or upon any Pretence whatſoever. And this 
18 
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is not only a Zo, but a ReyroACH to us. It 
is faid , that © they who buy and work it, 
“ laugh at us and deſpiſe us as a Neſt of 
„Fools.“ It may be ſo; but then I think 
they reckon our Folly to conſiſt, in pretending 
to keep, what, in Fact, to ſay the leaſt, we 
cannot; and, at the ſame time, in ſufferin 
them, in one Senſe, to feal what they woul 


willingly uy, and which it would be more 
our Intereſt to make them /egally pay for. I 


am perſuaded there is no thinking Perſon, 
who will not allow the Difference in this Caſe 
to be conſiderable. Reaſon tells us, it muſt 
be ſo probably; and Experience, which is be- 
yvond all Argument, I think, confirms it. To 
inſtance only in the Price of Wool to the 
GRoweER, ſo far as I have been able to collect 
Examples, that way, which, tho' few +, are 
not inſignificant. | | 
Upon the Face of the Statutes, there is 
not a ſtronger Indication of any one thing, 


than of the Increaſe of Paſturage, and par- 


ticularly of Sheep in the Reigns of Hen. VII. 


Hen. VIII. and about that Time. There are 
alſo Statutes thenabouts f, which expreſsly 
153 mention 


pernicious Practices diſcovered of felling our Wool to 
Foreigners by a combined and current Trade. Birmingham, 
printed 1743- 3 | gg 3 

+ N. B. They are not ſelected to ſerve an Argument, but 
are, in truth, all J have been able to meet with, prior to King 
William's Reign. Is 3 DATE 

| 7 Hen. 8. c. 1, &c. 5 

T 5 Hen. 8. c. 3. 25 Hen. 8. c. 13. 27 Hen. 8. c. 13. 
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(27) 
mention an Advance i in the Price of Hool, and 
of the ſame Kind of Cloths, from Time to 
Time, anſwerable (it is conceived); to the 
Difference of-the Value of Money, occafioned 
by the Increaſe or greater Plenty of it. This 
Advance of Wool eee as there was 
good Reaſon why it ſhould, ſo there is no 
Doubt but it did keep Pace with the Altera- 
tion of the Value of Money, ſo long as the 
LAN DED INTEREST continued to be upon an 
:equal Foot, and while that valuable Part of 
our Produce was not ſubjected to baſe Practi- 
ces, and forced to be ſqueezed through the 
- Hands: of Smugglers, in order to come at a 
Market. | 
In the Reign of Henry VIII. viz. 153 Ny it 
pears'* that the better Sort of Wool had 
then lately riſen from 23. 84. aud 35 to 45. 
8 d. or 55. per Stone. 

In the Reign of Charles I. vix. from 1630 
to 1641, a Medium Price was 12 6. per Stone, 
or 24. per Todd. This, it is to be noted, 
was during the allowed Exportation of Wool ; 
at which Time (notwithſtanding ſuch Allow 
6 01 we n the Woollen Trade in its 


E ſu ppoſed 


235 Hey. 8. c. 13. NM. B. This Act ſets forth, at the 

ſame time, the Increaſe of Sheep, and the advanced Price both 
| of Wool and Fleſb; which plainly ſhews ſuch Advance to have 
4 been the Effect of the Increaſe of Money % Trade, altho* - 
: -  throu gh Ignorance, or Artifice, that Circumftance ſtands | 
: mixed with and treated as a Grievance. 


+ State of our Wool, c. Ate 1743. p. 3. 
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6 - "_p4 largeſt Extent, however compara- 


tively. 

In the Reign of Charles II. after the Reſto- 
ration, when it was no longer allowable to 
export Wool unmanufattured when under this 
Prohibition, in order, as was conceived, to 
retrieve our Woollen Trade ; through the un- 


happy Choice of that and other Expedients, 


it ſtill went back more and more; by a * Vote 


in Parliament it was reſolved, that 8s. 6d. 
per Stone, or 175. per Todd (the Price of that 
Time) was ſufficient for the better Sort of 


Wool. 


Hence it is plain, that the LAx DED InTz- 
' REST: had loſt conſiderably in the Article of 


Wool, within leſs than half a Century. For 
tho' the Quantity of it, by means of Improve- 
ments, Incloſures, &c. had been, within that 
Time, increaſed ; yet the People and Trade 


of the World, as well as Silver, had been al- 
ſo increaſing, and the Value of Money alter- 


ing accordingly. And therefore if our Wool- 
len Trade had either continued to be impro- 


ving with all other Trade in general; or if it 
had not fallen, it muſt have been as much 


above 24.5. per Todd, as it was found below 


it. 
| Th 


* Having not ſeen this Vote myſelf, I am not able to fix 


the Date of it. But I had the Information from a Perſon of 


Honour, who told me, he himſelf had ſeen i it, and therefore 1 


cannot doubt the Truth thereof. 
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5 Walden priced fat Sheep, out of its Wool, and 4 Quarter of 
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(29) 

In the Reign of King of William, Wool 
was ſold at a very different Price, (+ ſome 
at 40s. and ſome ſo high as 43 s. per Todd, if 
my Information is true;) but that has been 


accounted for, || by itſelf. But taking it 


from the Year 1720 to 1742 incluſive, and 


comparing the Medium Price with the Vote 


of the Commons, in Car. II. and we ſhall find 


that Wool was fallen pretty nearly, in the 


ſame Proportion, from 17 s. the Price in 


Car. II. as that 175. was from the 24.5. in 


Car. I.; notwithſtanding that, all the while, 
Money has been growing {till cheaper. And 
thus comparing the preſent Value of Money 
with the Price of Wool, for twenty Years 
backwards, (from 1742) with the * Value of 

ei 1E 2 Money, 


+ At this Time (Ireland not being in a Condition to rival 
us much with their Wool; nor (as we have ſeen) the Laws 
againit Exportation much obſerved) the Wool of England took 
more -nearly itz natural. Price, compared with the Price of 
Wool, and the different Value of Money, in the Reign of 


A 516: 8. age. 0 | | 5 | 
In the Time of Hen. 8. (ſee 25 Hen. 8. c. 13.) when 
Wool was (at the higheſt) 5s. per Stone, a fat Weather 64. 
and that reckon'd a moſt enormous Price; Wheat was not al- 
lowed to be tranſported when exceeding 63. 8 d. per Quarter. 
Whence it ſeems, as if a Stone of the better Wool, one of the 


* 


+» - 


eat, were pretty near equivalent, upon a Medium, * 
Time; and ſo the two latter hold to this Day, take it for ſe 
ven or ten Years together. But behold the Difference of late 
Years between a Stone of the better Wool, and the Medium 


Price of either! This is a Point not well to be accounted for: 
It ſhews, in my Opinion, that Wool is not in its 'naturab 


State. And yet ſo far as it is in the Power of Laws to influ- 


ence in this Caſe, the Difference ought rather to lie the other 
| Way. 
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(30) 


Money, and the Price of Wool, about 100 


Vears before, it appears to have been ſold, 
latterly, for Two THr1sDs leſs (to ſpeak with- 


in Compaſs) than might have been expected. 


And without the Regulation propoſed, of 


importing Iriſh * black Cattle alive, and ex- 


porting Wool legally, at a proper Duty, it is not 
improbable that (notwithſtanding preſent Ap- 


pearances) it may, in a Courſe of Years, fink 


yet lower, at ſome Times, the Value of Money 


_ conſidered. 


I know that the Policy, Tam inculcating, 


of importing Iriſh Cattle, and exporting Wool, 


is not quite popular. But I am perſuaded, 
that botb thoſe Meaſures would be for the Good 
of both Kingdoms. They who take a contra- 


ry Opinion, as touching the Exportation of 


Wool, (for on the other Head I purpoſe to 
add little more) (beſides overlooking the Dif- 
ficulties and || Diſtrefſes which probably 


would attend the Engliſb Grower, for ſome 
Years, at leaſt, under ſuch a Plenty of Wool, 


as an actual Revulſion might occaſion, of 
what, at preſent, goes abroad from Ireland 
we e | ; and 


way. For Corn and Fleſh to be comparatively cheap, rather 


than Wool, is the readieſt Way to make all our Exports at the 


loweſt Rate, comparatively ; and, as ſuch, moſt for the Benefit 
of our Manufactures and Trade in general. 8 
Not Sheep or Lambs, or Hogs, or Pork, Beef, Cc. 
there not bong the ſame U /e in, nor the ſame Reaſon for, their 


being importe | AR 
| See Grakiers Adv. and Supp. Roberts, 1742. 
Enquiry concerning 1ri/s Cattle, &c. Roberts, 1743, 
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and Great Britain; — beſides imagining, that 


may be compaſſed, which the Experience, of 


near 100 Vears, tells us is not practicable) are, 
Lapprehend, under a further Error, in ſup- 
poſing that Foreigners cannot do without our 


Wool; that therefore, by keeping it, we 


might · have the Woollen Trade of the * whole. 
World to ouRSELVES. Thus the People have 


been taught to expect; nor is there any other 


Doctrine, upon which the Paliay of confining 
abſolutely our Wool at home, (were we able 
to do that) could well be ſupported; much 


leſs could the Practice obtain, ſo apparently, 
againſt the LanpeD INTEREST of England, 


which has undoubredly the Aſcendency in 
P t, whenever it ſhall think proper to 
exert itſelf in its own Defence, 

But in examining how far aur Wool is eſ— 


ſential to foreign Manufactures, it is to be 


conſidered, that what at preſent is, and what 
poſſibly might be done, upon Neceſſity, are 


two very different Things. Great Britain and 


Ireland are not only very much addicted to 


Sheep and good Wool, but they are very con- 


veniently ſituated for wafting it over to Hol- 
land, Germany, and France; which Coun- 


tries are diſpoſed to the Woollen Manufa- 


cture, as much as we are. And ſo long as 


„At the moſt, I take it, there is ſomething equivocal in 
the Expreſſions uſed, on this Occaſion ; 1 which much more 
is ſigniſied, than can be underſtood, for Truth. | 


* 


( 32) | 
they can be accommodated with any tolerable 
Share of Wool from hence, upon Terms 
more convenient; that ſuiting their Advan- 
tage beſt, they will not ſeek to obtain an Equi- 
valent elſewhere, upon Terms leſs advanta- 
geous. Thus when * M. Colbert, in order to 
render France wholly independant on us for 
Wool, had entertained Thoughts of growing 
it chere from Sheep of Engliſb Extract; Count 
Cominges the French Ambaſſador in England, 
is faid to have difluaded him from the Project, 
as impracticable. Now it is not ſaid that be- 
ing tried, it was found to be impracticable; and 
therefore J am rather inclined to think M. 
Colbert was diverted from it as impolitick ; for 
that it would be time enough to have Recourſe 
to that Method, if the other from England and 
Treland ſhould be likely to fail; which, from 
the Genius of the People and he Situation of 
our Country, he the Ambaſſador had Senſe 
enough to perceive would not eafily happen, 
nor long continue; that therefore it was the 
Intereſt of France to adhere to their old Me- 
tbod of a contraband Trade; by which they 
were pretty ſure of obtaining our Wool, as 
well in War as in Peace, and of reaping the 
Advantage of Commerce for French Goods 

into the Bargain. N 
In ſhort, Foreigners eicher can 1 do without 
our Wool, or they cannot. If they can, 
they will have no violent Deſire r it, nor 
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we any Benefit, but the contrary, by depri- 
ving them of it. But if they cannot do with- 
out it, they will not only defire but obtain it. 
This may be depended upon, art leaſt it may 
without our entering into ſuch Meaſures, as 
we ſeem by no means inclinable to ſubmit to. 
And therefore what can we do wiſer, than to 
part with it upon the beſt Terms for the Na- 
tion? and what Terms can be ſo good in the 
general, as a high Duty on Exportation, to 
enable the Engliſb Manufacturer to bear up 
againſt the foreign one? 

But admit, for Argument ſake, that we 
were reſolved; ALL as one Man, to confine our 
Wool within the three Kingdoms. The Que- 
ſtion is, how far and how long, France, for 
Example, would be diſabled from upholding 
its Woollen Manufactures and foreign Trade 
for Woollen Goods. Having once eſtabliſhed 
them, and taſted the Sweets thereof, THEY 
will ſtrive hard, rather than part with them. 
It has been ſaid, that one Pack of our Wool 


produces, by mixing, the Cloth of 3 if not 4 


Packs in France, equal to ſo many Packs of 
Engliſb Cloth; and that without fuch Mix- 
ture of ours, theirs i is worth nothing. This 
| has 


C This cannot be true, in one Senſe, altho' it ſhould bu ſo 
in another. It cannot, for Inſtance, be true, that one Pack 
of fine Exgliſb or Iriſþ Wool, mixed with three Packs of coarſe 
French Wool, will make Cloth equal to that which is compo- 
' ſedentirely of ſo many Packs of the ſame fine Englifs or Iris 
Wool. And therefore common Senſe will tell us, * the 

advan- 


4 


. Uo. 


has been affirmed with great Aſſurance, and 


ſubmitted to with equal Credulity; but I have 


been told, that whenever that particular Point 
has been enquired into judicially, they who 
had been very forward to maintain, were not 


able to prove it. I don't know indeed that it 


Vould be of any Service to theſe Kingdoms, 

to be aſſured that is is ſo, if it be; altho' to be 
undeceived in that Particular, in caſe it really 
is not true, might be of ſome Uſe; and me- 


thinks its not having been proved to be true, 


altho' often aſſerted, and, at times, examined 
into, by both Houſes, (if I am rightly in- 


formed) is an Argument of its being falſe. 


But whether it be true, or falſe, the Point in 
Queſtion is, how the French and other Fo- 
reigners might be ſuppoſed to do hereafter, in 
the Caſe of their being deprived totally of our 
Mol. W 5 

Firſt, France is ſaid to be politick enough 


to ha ve always a Stock of our Wool before- 


hand; which is laying up againſt a Storm. 
The Wools of Alia are ® allowed to be prefe- 


rable to all others; and I find it ſaid , that 


© there 


- advantageous Mixture, here ſpoke of, is equally practicable in 
Great Britain too ; which affords no ſmall Quantity of coarſe, 
as well as fine Wool; tho', I ſuppoſe, not ſo. much of the 
former, in Proportion, as of the latter. | 
 '® Chambers's Dictionary. | | 
. Pernicious Practices diſcovered of ſelling our Wool te 
Foreigners, Cc. 1743. p. 21, 22. | 3 
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et there are other Wools, beſides ours, in 


tc Europe and Africa, that will anſwer the 
© Purpoſes of France, as well, or better than 
% ours,” But to this it is replied; There 
<«« are but few Parts of Spain, or other Parts 
<« of Europe, or Africa, that produce great 
* Quantities of fine or good Wool; not ſuffi- 
* cient to ſpare, to ſupply the French Trade, 
© or but a ſmall Part of it; and the greateſt 
* Part muſt be brought, too dear, by Land 
“Carriage to make it practicable, and with 
more Hazard and Danger than from Great 
“ Britain and Ireland; and the Wool of 
France (except a little of it) will not make 
Cloth much better than Hair-Cloth.” This, 
tho' intended for a flat Denial, amounts, if 
not to a Confeſſion, yet to a pretty ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption, that France, if drove to Extremi- 
ties, would make a tolerable Shift without 


our Wool. Here is, confeſſedly, a Part of 


Spain, a Part of France, with ſome other 
Parts of Europe and Africa, affording Wool 
for their Purpoſe, But it is either too diſtant 
to ſerve, or too little to ſatisfy their Wants. 
They certainly can't be ſupplied with that 
Commodity ſo eafly, nor perhaps quite ſo 


well, as from Great Britain and Ireland. But 


* 


Ils it neceſſary to obſerve here, that the more polite and 

civilized Parts of the World were well cloathed, before the 

Inhabitants of this Iſland knew what Cloaths were, but went 

naked, with their Bodies only painted, and had no Commerce 

28 Strangers for any Commodity, except Tin? See Rapin, 
Co i 


ſtop 


„ — 
ſtop (if you can) the Avenues, by which our 
Wool paſſes to them, and which indeed is : 
very near, and very convenient; and then, in 3 
- Courſe, they betake themfelves to that which | 
is more remote, and more difficult to be con- 
veyed. Land Carriage is one Objection. Now 
a good deal of Wool wrought in England is 
carried 100 Miles or more, entirely, by Land; 
which perhaps is near as far, if not farther, 
than ſome Places in Europe and Africa af- . 
fording ſome Wool, are from ſome Navigation 
| or another. And when once it arrives at a- 
Vvigation, Diſtance, we know, makes no wm I 
| Difference. If the prefent Quantity, in ſome Fx 
of thoſe Places, is ſmall comparatively, it 
may nevertheleſs be greater than imagined; 
and a conſtant good Demand for it may, not 
improbably, ſoon increaſe that Quantity, 
' Spain is a large Kingdom, and what the Wri- 
ter quoted calls a few Parts of it, may per- 
haps be equal to ſeveral of our largeſt Coun- J 
ties in England. The Wool of France ſbdñde 
ay except a little, will not make, Sc. But | 
may not that little (all better Means failing) 
poſſibly be ſoon made more? And will any 
Care and Pains be wanting (if need be) to ef- 
fect it? Suppoſe but a Province or two in 
France to afford them ſuch Wool as they 
would chuſe, (which is “ faid of the Parts a- 
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| bout Berry) only not in a ſufficient Quantity. 
4 * Chambers's Ditionary. . | 4 
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(37) 
We may eaſily conceive that Quantity, un- 
der the Direction of an abſolute Goyernment 


eſpecially, to be vaſtly enlarged, in a very lit- 
tle time. Sheep are of a very quick Increaſe. 


| Thoſe Provinces may be ſer apart, in a man- 


ner, for Sheep. There may be both Com- 


pulſion and Encouragement made uſe of for 
that End. Arr Lands (except the richeſt, 


naturally, and the craggy Mountains) are ca- 
pable of being improved, ſo as to ſupport 
many more Cattle, in an artificial, than in a 


natural Way. Such Art, practiſed, in one 
- Inſtance, by one Perſon, gives the Hint to 
another, under fimilar Circumftances, Not 


only the ſame Sorts of Land, by proper Cul- 
ture, may receive the ſame Improvements, 


but the ſame Kind of Wool, in a good mea- 
ſure, by ſkilful Management, in breeding 


Sheep, may be propagated in different Pro- 
vinces, even in Lands and Climates ſomewhat 


different. For tho' all Lands have their pe- 
culiar Tendency to produce one certain Kind 


of Wool rather than another; yet tis a Mat- 
ter well known among the Breeders of Sheep, 


that the Staple of Wool, in every Place, (like 
Flowers and F ruit- Trees) by Neglect and 18 


norance, will degenerate and grow worſe, in 


ſome teſpect or another; by Care and Skill, 
may be corrected and improved to a very great 
Degree. What might be done, of this Sort, 
in France, where neither Genius nor Appli- 
cation is wanting, * alſo, and n 
2 E 


638) 
ly would, upon extreme Neceſſity, be pra- 
ctiſed in many other Places. Neceſſity is the 
Mother of Invention; and a Proſpect of Ad- 
vantage is a firong Motive to Action. Here 
then it is worth conſidering, what might be 
the Condition of the Engliſb Woer GROW ER, 
if having one loſt all foreign Vent for Engliſb 
Woot unmanufaftured, (a Vent we have had, 
diretly or indirectly, ever ſince we had Sheep 
in England, except, at the moſt, for about 
two Years in Edu. III.) we are to receive a 
great Share of the 1r:/h Wool, without being 
able to ſell one Yard of Cloth more, however; 
bur lictle more, comparatively. 
Notwithſtanding a vaſt Variety of Opini- 
ons to be met with, concerning Woor, this 
is a Point, wherein all ſeem agreed, vig. that 
our whole Woollen Trade is not equal to 
what it was, in the Reigns of Queen Eliza- 
beth and King James; while the Growth of 
Wool, in theſe Kingdoms, is, undoubtedly, 
much greater 70w than it was Zhen; which, 
if true, plainly evinces a very large Exporta- 
tion of raw Wool, At leaſt, it being certain, 
that the Woolen Manufactures. of Holland, 
' Denmark, France, and Germany, have been 
greatly extended, fince thoſe Reigns; thence 
it undeniably follows, that the French, Dutch, 
Danes, and Germans, have found Means to 
procure more Wool, (/ince, than before the 
Exportation thereof from hence was prohi- 
bited) either from * FO or by ſome 
7 other 


J 

ether Means of GROW TH or IMroRTA TIN. 
Now which ſoever of theſe is truly the Caſe, I 
apprehend it is a Reaſon for repermitting the 
Exportation of our Wool, at à proper Duty. 
Upon the firſt Suppoſition, it is reaſonable, 
for the ſake of a Revenue to the Publick, and 
for the Benefit of our own Manufacture. Up- 
on the ſecond Suppoſition, (that of Foreig- 
ners, our Rivals in the Wollen Trade, grow—-— 
ing (becauſe they can't have it hence) more 
Wool themſelves, or being ſupplied from o- 
ther Parts) it is reaſonable to repermit the Ex- 
portation of our Wool, at a proper Duty, for 
the Sake of the LANDED INTEREST; leſt, in 
Time, theſe very Foreigners, our Rivals, 
ſhould find Means to grow ſo much Wool 
themſelves, or to get ſo much elſewhere, as that 
WE may want a Market, not only for our 

CLoTH, but even for our Woor. | 
This (if we can ſuppoſe the Stoppage of our 
Mool totally) is not altogether a chimerical 
Apprehenfion. It is ſaid * © Thar it is allow- 
<« ed, that the Goodneſs of the Spaniſb Wool 
« is owing to a few Engliſb Sheep ſent over 
« into Spain, as a Preſent, by Her. the II. of 
England, or, according to others, by Egw, 
« IV. in 1465.” And the r Statute of Eli- 
zabeth, forbidding, under ſo ſevere Penalties, 
the Exportation of Sheep, Lambs or Rams 
alive, ſays, it was for divers good Cauſes and 
| SLE | Conſi- 
Cbamber vs Dictionary. 1 Elia. c. 3. 


(40) 
Confiderations moved in Parliament. The Sta- 
tute (10, 11, Vill. III. c. 10. F. 19.) ſays, 
*. No Wool of the Product of the Eugliſb 
*© Plantations in America, ſhall be exported 
out of the faid Plantations, to any other of 


£ 


* 


e whatſoever,” ute the ſame Penalties as 


for the like Offences committed within the 


Kingdom of Ireland. It is not long ago, that 
we read, in our News Papers, that Sweden 


was laying out Sheep- Walks and giving large 


Encouragement to the Importation of Sheep 
alive there. Upon a Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween our Court, and that of Ryfja, in the 
laſt Reign, the Subjects of the King of Pruf- 
fia (it has been faid) ſupplied Myuſcovy with 
Woollen Goods for. ſome Years. From all 
which Circumſtances laid together, it feems 
not 7mpoſſible, (as before obſerved) having loſt 
our foreign Trade, in ſome Degree, for the 
Manufacture, to loſe n_ all foreign De- 


mands for the Material alſo. This is an Af- 


fair that nearly concerns the wHOLE LANDED 
InTEREST and its Dependants, who are no- 


thing leſs than the wmoLE KINGDOM, in one 


reſpect or another. 
The ExcL1sn LanD-owNeRs particularly, 
however a very great Share of them are TAx- 


ED; for the moſt part, from TEN to TwENTY 


per Cent. in their annual Profits, for the Sup- 
port of Government, and for the Protection 
of TRADE, &c. RIO the roſe of the People 
| who 


the faid Plantations, or to any other Place 
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who are equally Subjects and e. ually protected; 
and therefore, at leaſt, equal Regard is due to 
the LANDED, as to a other Intereſt | in the 
Kingdom. {297 
Tris LANDED. eras as Ke ts 
pends, as much, or mare, than ever upon the 
Profits from Sheep, and muſt ſo depend, un- 
der all Events; which is a ſtrong Reaſon why, 
having ſuffered ſo much already in the Article 
of Wool, it ſhould not lightly be expoſed to 
further Loſs, i in that Reſpect; and alfoavery 
good one why ſome Thought ſhould be taken 
= putting it upon a better Foot, holdingly, 
poſſihle, forthe future. I know * may 
bs 1 from the 'Fopic of Trade and Mann. 
Ffadiure, in reſpect of Land, and that Benefits 
derived from the #40 former: do naturally ex- 
tend to the latter alſo; whence ariſes one m. 
tual Intereſt. But (beſides that Benefits to 
Land have alſo a kindly Effect on Trade,) to 
make Intereſts truly mutual, Ohl ee 
be ſo too. But, in the Cafe of Woo parti- 
cularly, Lanp is not upon a Foot of Equality 
with the moneyed and trading Intereſ of the 
Kingdom; the Obligations is not (as 1 it tions | 
be) reciprocal. - 
By the Laws of our Caintry, Wool may wot ; 
be exported unmanufattured, —but (cxcepring 
the Acts for burying in Waollen) few, com- 
paratively, are obliged to v/e Wool, Nor are: 
any Perſons. in the Kingdom forced, by Lau, 
to follow the * preferably to any 


orher 
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other Manufacture or Trade whatſoever *. 
This is not after the Example of Edw. III. 
when the Exportation of Wool was, but for 
a Seaſon, inhibited, If Britiſʒh Wool is, on 
no Terms, to be exported, that is in regard 
merely to the Manufacturer. But Silk, Cot- 
ton, Spaniſb and Iriſb Wool are imported for 
their Benefit alſo merely; and to the Injury of 
the Britiſh Mool- Grower. Where is the Equi- 
ty of this? I don't ſay that the Introduction 
of other Manufactures beſides the Woollen, 
(aas we are a trading Nation, and eſpecially, as 
as we muſt needs give ſo almoſt univerſally 
into Apparel and. Furniture, compoſed, either 
wholly, or in Part, of foreign Materials) is 
not greatly advantageous to the Kingdom; 
undoubtedly it is; altho' I think it as certain, 
that our Woollen Trade is comparatively im- 
paired by it. But I do think, upon thoſe 
Terms, to confine actually ALL our Wool at 
home, (zf we could do it) would be hazardous; 
as to perſiſt in a Reſolution of ſo doing, Age 
after Age, when we find we can't, is but per ſeve- 
ring in an Attempt to hedge in the Cuckow ; it 
is hurting the Grower, without any the leaſt 
Benefit to the fair Trader, but on the con- 
trary much to his Prejudice, in many Re- 
ſpects. flo, Was 
The People, whoſe Condition and Circumſtances diſpoſe 
them to manual Arts and Employments, have the Choice of 
turning their Hands ſeveral Ways, for a Maintenance ; while 


the Owner and Occupier of Sheep-Lands muſt depend upon 
Woo alone for a chief Part of their Subfiltence. — 


Re. 


chiefly at their Inſtance, and in Expectation 


„„ . 
Was there, in this Caſe, a real Competiti- 
on of Intereſts between the Land- Ouuner and 


the Manufacturer, much might be ſaid why 


the former ſhould give in to the latter. But 
the Manufacturers have ſome Amends made 
them for the Diminution of our Woollen 


Trade, in the Articles of Silk, Linnen, and 


many others; while the honeſt WO O I- 
G RO WER makes a Sacrifice of his Intereſt 
to a falſe er, . of his own, and an ava- 


ritious Error of the Woollen Manufacturer; 
which, in its Conſequences, affects alſo, for 


the worſe, all our fair Trade, and all our 
other Manufattures. For here it is worth Ob- 
ſervation, that the true State of the Queſtion 


is not, whether we ſhould keep ALL our 


Wool, for the Benefit of the Manufacturer, 
or part with s0ME of it, for the ſake of the 


Grower. But whether we. ſhould attempt 


to regulate an Exportation of Wool, which, 


for the Space of near 100 Years, we have tri- 


ed, in vain, to prevent ; and whether, by ſo 
doing, we ſhould divert the Emolument 
thereof to the Uſe of the PUBLICK, which has 
hitherto been made the Property of, compa- 


ratively, a Few particular ILLICIT DEALERS, 


If there is Reaſon and Truth in what I have 
here ſaid, it can be no Objection to the pro- 
poſed Regulations, That the People have been, 
for ſome time, of a different Perſuaſion ; 
That the Laws, to be altered, were made 


of 
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of Advantage from them. Miſtakes of this 
Kind, in the People, are not uncommon. 
The Legiſlature has often been induced to paſs 
Laws, upon thoſe Miſtakes, and often, upon 
better Advice, to repeal them; nay, ſome- 
times at the Inſtance of the ſame Perſons con- 
fefling themſelves to have been miſtaken. A 
remarkable Caſe of this Kind we meet with 
in the Reign of Queen Eligabetb. 
In the Starute of 8 Eliz. c. 7. it is ſet forth, 
to this Effect: That in the Town of Shrew/- 
* bury was an ancient Company of Drapers 


<« incorporated, who, among other things, 


* had been uſed to buy and ſell a certain Spe- 
« cies of Goods called Welſh Linings; [in 
which Branch of Trade] © other Perſons in 
te the ſame Town, not free of this Company, 
* had intermeddled, to the Injury [as was al- 
&© ledged] of the Trade, and particularly of 
© the Poor,” Upon their Petition therefore it 
was enacted, © That no Perſon rp” os. the 
_« Townof Shrewsbury, not being free of the 
* Corporation, ſhould buy to ſell again,” 
the particular Goods before ſpecified. But 
ſee the Effect, within the ſmall Space of fix 
Years! The Statute (14 Eliz. c. 12.) ſays, 
that © ſince the making of the ſaid Act, [ viz. 
8 Eliz. 7.] © Experience hath plainly taught, 
in the ſaid Town, that the ſaid Act hath - 
* not only not brought that good Effect that 


e then was hoped and ſurmiſed; but alſo hath 


* been, and now is likely to be the very 
greateſt 


(4s } 


. greateſt Cauſe of the impoveriſhing and 


e undoing the poor. Artificers, and others, at 
« whoſe Suit the ſaid Act was procured. And 
“ therefore, at the humble Suit of the Inha- 
« birants of the ſaid Town, and alſo of the 
ce ſaid Artificers, for whoſe Benefit, the ſaid 
* was ſuppoſe to be provided, it was re- 
pealed. 
Indeed, an Itch after Monopoly, (tho the 
Bane of all Trade in a national Senſe) has con- 
ſtantly infected the whole Mercantile and 
Mechanick Genius of this Kingdom, clea- 


ving to it like a Leproſy; as is viſible from a 


Number of Laws; 41l, under ſpecious Pre- 
tences, at one Time or other obtained, and 
again found neceſſary to be repealed. The 
Acts forbidding the Exportation of Wool, 


and the Importation of Iriſb Cattle, ſtand 


upon no better a Foundation, and the Super- 
ſtructure has been accordingly. As the Eng- 


liſb Trade, in Muſcovy, was * once in Danger 


of being quite loſt by the Avarice of the Eng- 
liſh Merchants; ſo in theſe two Caſes of 
Wool and Cattle, (by graſping at more than 
we could hold) we have loſt ſome Part of 
what we had before, and might have retain- 
ed. Sir William Temple, and many others, 
ſaw the Prohibition of Jriſb Cattle to be quite 
a partial Aﬀair, calculated for fome few 
Counties; which Counties (if I miſtake not) 

3 a2ͤ 45 i have 


* Rain, Vol. II. p. 88. | 
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have been the + greateſt Sufferers by it. And 


with regard to the Wool, that of the Town of 
Shrewsbury juſt mentioned, is a Caſe in Point. 


If then, as a whole People, we have erred, 


like them; why ſhould not we become wiſe: 


as they did, in acknowledging the Miſtake, 1 


and taking the proper Redreſs? 
Theſe, I have mentioned, are not the only 
Inſtances given of the like Effect, from the 


| fame Cauſe, Ir is ſaid 1, The noble Per- 


* ſon, who procured the Prohibition of Eaft- 
* India Goods, lived to ſee his own Miſtake, 
« and to repent of it; and that the Act for 
«« prohibiting the wearing of Calicoes has 
% done a world of Harm to ſome of the Ma- 
4 nufactures of England, and particularly to 
* the City of Norwich, for whoſe Benefit it 
« was Chiefly intended. — Nay, it is ſaid 


that even the very People of that City are 


% now ſenſible of it themſelves.” This is a 
Point 1 pretend not to know; but if the 


” Facts“ alledged are true (and there is nothing 


improbable in them) they have, beyond all 
Diſpute, Reaſon to be ſenſible of, and ſorry 


for it too. | In 


F State of our Wool and Woollen Trade reviewed, c. 


30. | ; 
ot Serious Conſiderations concerning the ſeveral high Dutjes, 
c 
The Fact alledged is, That prohibiting them here, made 
them ſo very plentiful in foreign Markets, where there uſed 


to be a Demand for Norwich Stuffs, that when the People 
abroad found they could purchaſe' Callicoes for a ſmall matter 


more than Norwich Stuffs, they preferred the former, as the 


neater Apparel, and upon the whole ——z See - Serious 
| Confiderations, &c. | 


E 
In é further Confirmation of what I have, in 
the Courſe of this Tract, advanced, in De- 
fence particularly of the * ir Article of my 


Scheme, I deſire to obſerve #wo Things here, 


(before I conclude) upon the ſeveral Ordinan- 
ces and Laws, which have been made to con- 


5 fine our Wool at Home, till completely manua- 


Saua, | | 
1ſt, The + Ordinance of 1647 (from which 


+ ALL the A#s of Parliament (on that Head) 


copy, down to the Union,) provides as much a- 
gainſt Wool being carried into Scotland, as into 
any foreign Realm whatſoever. The fit || of 
' theſe Acts particularly ſeems to lay more Streſs, 


ji poſſible, upon that Point than upon any 
other. But this Clauſe, by the Act of Union, 
is entirely ſuperſeded; and yet I don't find 


that any Share of the Loſs of our Woollen 


Trade is imputed, or even imputable to any 


conſiderable Growth of that Manufacture, in 
that Part of Great Britain, ſince the Union, 


Which ſeems to confirm what I had before 


laid down for a Rule, viz. That the Proſperi- 
ty of our Woollen Manufacture depends No r upon 
Laws for keeping our own Wool to ourſelves, BUT 


upon OTHER Circumſtances, which are not eaſy 


150 be defined. 
| . 2dly, 


* State of our Wool, Wc. p. 12. | 

+ Abridgment of Ordinances, Ne. 370. 18 

2 See 12 Car. 2. c. 32. 14 Car: 2. c. 18. 1 Will. & M. 
c. 32. 7 Will. 3. c. 28. J. 3, 8. 9 Will. 3. c. 40. 

12 Car. 2. c. 32. 5 | : 


- 
— we a_S: 3 „* 
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d2dly, ALL the AcTs, ſucceſſively made, on 
this Head, either take Notice, expreſsly, or by 
Implication tell us, that ALL the preceding 
ones had failed of their Purpoſe. Nor has the 
LAST been more effectual than any of the fore- 
going Acts. The Exportation of our Wool has 
not been prevented. FoREIGN Woollen Manu- 
actures have not been contracted, but by Means 
of our forbidding Policy, they have been Much 
MORE extended. And therefore this Policy ha- 
ving failed, to all Intents and Purpoſes what- 
foever ; what remains, but that ſome Experi- 
ment be made of other Meaſures? and what 


other Method is ſo hopeful, ſo juſtifiable, as 


that of returning to our ancient Policy; under 
which, not only the TRADE grew and prof- 
pered exceedingly, for THREE HUNDRED YEARS, 
but the nominal Price of Woor, all along, 
advanced, as the intrinſick Value of Money 
altered? the very Reverſe of which appears to 
have been the Conſequence of endeavouring to 
ohibit totally the Exportation of Wool, and 
of actually prohibiting the Importation of 
LE 
I believe it has been generally thought, that 
the allowed Exportation of Wool, and a good 
Woollen Trade from England, were incom- 
patible. But this appearing to be a ® Miſtake, 
75 5 | and 
By the 23d EF/iz. c. 9. $. 2. 39 Eliz. c. 11 the Im- 
tation and Uſe of Logwood was abſolutely forbid, through 
rejudice or Error. But the Nation coming to a better Un- 


- deritanding in that Caſe, (13, 14 Car, 2. c. 11. $. 26.) . 
Pp : ally 


(on 
and a very great one, w ſhould not be aſha- 
med to correct it. The Time has been }, 
when we were ſuch Conjurers in TRADE, to 
forbid the Exportation of Boots and Shoes. 
We were once as furiouſly and as blindly zea- 
lous againſt the Exportation of Leather, as 
we have /ince been 1n the two Articles under 
Conſideration, Was it Felony by the 14 Car. 
II. c. 18. to export Wool by the 1 Ez. c. 10. 
it was equally penal to export LEATHER. 
That Act failing of its End, Leather was * 
charged with an exceſſive high Duty on Ex- 
portation, by way of Subſidy. Again F, it 
was totally forbid to be exported, and, (the Ex- 
portation thereof, juſt as in the Caſes of Wool, 
and Iriſb Cattle) declared to be a common Nu- 
ſance: BUT, within || fix Years after, found 
neceſſary, to the LANDED INTEREST, to be 
permitted to go, paying @ very moderate Duty; 
which Permiſſion has not only ſince been con- 
tinued, by ſeveral Laws, from Time to Time, 
but the Exportation of Leather has been 
thought proper to be .*. encouraged by a Draw- 
back of two -THIRDs of the ſeveral high In- 
land Duties, laid on that Commodity, by ſe- 
3 85 * veral 
fully permitted, on the Terms of a Dur r. And now, this 
Article, once held in Abhorrence, is found to be moſt valua- 
ble, and ſo far eſteemed, as to be one Cauſe of the preſent War 
e 6 e. 1 5. ä 18 Eliz. c | 
F 15,14 „ Jes 5. es, 


. 9 Ann. c. 11. S. 40. 10 Ann. c. 26. F. 5. 12 Ann. 
Sell. 2. c. 9. §. 6. 3 Geo. c. . K . c 


ſent Prohibition of Commerce with France) 
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veral Acts of Queen Anne and King George I. 


Hence I infer, that, however wz have come 


to fancy it fince; the prohibiting the Exporta- 
tion of Wool, probably, did not ariſe, /o much, 


at firſt, from an imagined Peculiarity in the 


Nature of that particular Produce, beyond ſome 
other native ones, As from the wrong Bias 
of our TRADING PoLITICKs, which have AL- 
WAYS lain Mucu towards Probibitions, Excluſy- 
ons, &c. and which have very frequently and 
greatly hurt us, as a TRADING PEOPLE. And I 
take it, that the Story of FRANCE particularly 


not being able to work up THEIR Vool without 
the Help of ouRs, and of the Poſſibility of 


our ENGROSSING the WHOLE CLOTH-TRA DE, 
by ENGROSSING our oWN Wool, have been 


fince invented, to ſupport a Meaſure, which, 


otherwiſe, in this more enlighten'd Age, 
would not have ſtood the Teſt of Rrason; 
and which the LanptD INTEREST of Eng- 
land particularly would not have acquieſced 
in, so LONG, and so MUCH, TO ITS own PRE- 
JUDICE. ; , 8 

| Laſtly, Whereas I have ſome Reaſon to ap- 
prehend, it will be objected to mine, and in- 
deed to all other Schemes (on this Head) that 
our late Acquiſitions of Trade for Woollen 


Goods, (chiefly by means of the Wars exiſt- 


ing in ſeveral Parts of the World, and parti- 


cularly through our Intercourſe with the Sub- 


jets of the Queen of Hungary, and their pre- 


ſet 


eg 


ſet us above the Neceſſity of looking out for 
any additional Benefits in that way. To this 
Objection I beg Leave to make the following 
Reply: Who will, who can ſay that this Flow 
of Trade, which has roſe naturally out of 
the War, will not as naturally fall again (un- 
| leſs ſome proper Care be taken to prevent it) 
with a Peace, altho' a good one; and which, 
nevertheleſs, we have Reaſon to wiſh for. My 
Endeavours, it may be conſidered, are level- 
led entirely at the pernicious Practice of clan- 
deſtinely exporting Wool from Great Britain 
and Ireland both; and can it be denied that 
France particularly has been, for ſeveral _ 
Months paſt, as notoriouſly induſtrious to pro- 
cure Wool from both Kingdoms, as at any 
Time heretofore? And who can ſay Wey have 
not been equally ſucceſsful? There is Reaſon 
to think they have. And is not the Preven- 
tion of ſuch illicit Exportation of Wool, and 
its Conſequences, the very Thing, that has, 
for Years, nay Ages, exerciſed the Care of 
the Government, the Contrivance of the Le- 
giſlature, and the Invention of many private 
Perſons? Was not this particularly demanded 
by the People three Nears ago? And ſhould a 
ſmall Reſpite comparatively, a ſhort imper- 
feet Fit of Eaſe, induce us to negle& the 
Cure, if poflible; however, as far as it is 
poſlible, of a ſharp chronical Diſtemper, un- 
der which the Publick has now laboured, for 
near 100 Years? The Scheme, I have hum- 
fx bly 


* 


be State of our Wool, Sc. P. 13, Ge. 
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bluy offered to Parliament, has been, for ſome 


Time, upon the Anvil, (ever ſince the firſt 
Seſſion of this Parliament, when it was ge- 
nerally ' underſtood, that ſome Regulation 
concerning Wool, &c. was really intended) 
and truſting, I have zow wrought it up to a 
very defenſible Pitch, I hope, this is ſo far 


from being an improper Time for examining 


and conſidering of it, that it is a favourable 


Juncture for it, and, of all Times, moſt pro- 


per; as it is calculated, in my Opinion, for 


enabling us to hold thoſe Advantages, (in re- 
ſpect of the Woollen Trade) which we have 


(in Conſequence of the War) talen, as alſo to 


recover what more we have, long ſince, /off. 


Here then I beg Leave to repeat what has 
been before * obſerved upon it in general, v/2. 
That conſidered (as every other Scheme, of 


any Kind, ought to be) but as a Probationer; 


alcho' it ſnould not be found, upon Trial, to 
anſwer every End that could be wiſhed; yet 
is it /o contrived, as to point out both the De- 


fe (whatever it may be) and the Remedy. 


Further, It is not offered, in Derogation to 
any others that have already been propoſed; 
but as an Alternative; and, in that View con- 
ſidered; I humbly conceive, it cannot be re- 


jected as bad and wrong, without affirming 
ſome one of thoſe already offered, and not 
accepted, to have been good and riglt. 


For 


= 


„ 
For if I don't quite miſtake this Affair; it 
was the Sentiments of the laſt Seſſion of the 
laſt Parliament, That /o many ſtrict Laus had 
been made, 20 f very little Purpoſe, for pre- 
venting the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, 
that nothing more (it was conceived) could be 
done, without such a REGISTRY as ſhould 
take the whole Produce, Wool, to a ſtrict Ac- 
count, from the Time of its being firſt ſevered, 
to the Time of its being completely manafactured. 
And what have been the chief Objections to 
the ſeveral Schemes of Regiſtry, for that End, 
produced? what has been common to them 


all; and which, in the Nature of the Thing, 
is unavoidable. Such a REGISTRY neceſſarily 
required a TRUST to be repoſed with Powzrs. 
conferred, TROUBLE given, and Expgnce: 
created. Now if. (for theſe Reaſons) oTHER 
SCHEMES have been thought dangerous, ue. 
tous, oppreſſive, and of uncertain Effet; this 2 
of mine is ſaſe, eaſy, and without Expence. 
Next to THosE * at leaſt, it bids faireſt for 
eventing, all clandeſtine illegal Practices. 4 
—— ag a Method of Regiſtry , it is | 
ſure to perform As MUCH as it promiſes; it 4 
will ſhew demonſtrably, from Time to Time, Y 
the true State of our Woollen Trade; prevent 4 
the Nation from being abuſed and deceived: | 
by falſe Reports or artful Chmours, And | 
even as to that Part I of it, which is too ge- 
1 MH 2 nerally 
_ * See The State of our Wool, &c. review'd, &c. pi 12. | | 
Article 2. 3. f See Article 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. f Art. 5. | 1 
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nerally held to be moſt exceptionable, it is ſo 
fat alternative, in its Nature, as that it may 
be ſuited to whatever ſhall appear to be the 
predominant Opinion. Have we really any 
Fears for the Grower, in Regard to the whole 
Quantity of our Wool? this takes due Care 
of him, by allowing an Exportation of Wool, 
at a competent high Duty. OR, are we to be 
governed by a more general Way of Thinking, 
viz. That (being able to do, what we never yet 
bave done, i. e. to work up and vend it ALL 0UR- 
SELVES) the LESS of our Wool is exported, the 
better; in that Caſe, it is but raiſing the Du- 
ty to an higher Pitch, and the beſt Proviſion 
poſſible is made (next to a Regiſtry, and ſtrict 
Account, / ſuch as has been mentioned) againſt 
an exceſſive Exporcation thereof, and all its 
bad Conſequences to the Woollen Trade of 
— 777555 
It cannot be denied, but that a Duty might 
be ſer ſo high, as that it would be equal to a 
total Prohibition; but long Experience has 
ſufficiently taught us, that (without the Re- 
giſtry, I have deſcribed, and which we ſeem 
to dread more than any thing) such a Dur 
would not ſhut the Door, but leave it wide 
open for the illicit Exportation of Wool. And 
therefore, for the very ſame Ex, with thoſe 
who. profeſs to diſlike moſt the Mt ans I have 
propoſed (namely to leſſen as much as may be the 
Exportation of our Wool unmanufattured) I 
ſhould prefer, in my Opinion, a DuTy ſo ad- 
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juſted, as, that it might at once, excite the 
Care of the Government, the Guardians and 
Stewards of the publick Revenue, to watch it 
narrowly ; increaſe the Terrors and leſſen the 
Temptation to Smugglers, as alſo the Advan- 
tage to Foreigners, from our Wool ſo obtain- 
ed, and conſequently be a Means of windin 

up gradually our ancient Woullen Trade (as we 
enjoyed it in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 

King James I. and in the former Part of King 
Charles 1.) which, by all Accounts, has been 
running down for near a Century; chiefly, ac- 
cording to my way of Thinking, from this 
2 Miſtate, of endeavouring to prevent to- 
tally the Exportation of Wool un manufactured, 
inſtead of raiſing the op accuſtomed DuTy 
upon the Exportation of it, as the Paſſion of 
Foreigners, was found to increaſe for that 


Commodity, and as the VALUE of Moxkv 
altered. 
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